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Before the Pacific War, Japanese mythology was taught in schools for ideological p
urpose. Due to such wrong usage, after the war, study and education of Japanese mythology has been avoided
not oan in schools but also in universities. The advancement of mythological studies in other countries
however has been quite remarkable: collaborating with other branches of sciences such as archaeology, gene
tics and phﬁlogeography, comﬁarative mythology is now an important field for the reconstruction of human h
istory. Working together with mythologists of other countries, we introduced the latest stage of research
in Japanese academia through publication and at the same time emphasized the cultural importance of Japane
se mythology for world culture. Japanese mythology preserves the ancient common mythological structure rem
arkably well. It deserves more serious collaborated research in Japan, too. Our researchm we hope, could b

e the first step toward a such larger project.
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Kikuko Hirafuji, "Colonial Empire and
Mythology  Studies:  Research  on
Japanese Myth in the Early Showa
Period", in Kami Ways in Nationalist
Territory Shinto Studies in Prewar
Japan and the West, Verlag der
Osterreichischen Akademie der
Wissenschaften, 2013, 75 107
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Kazuo Matsumura, Fire and Water: Heroic
Initiation in the Myths of Natural
Catastrophes, 5th Annual International
Conference on Comparative Mythology, U.
of Strasbourg, 2011

Kazuo Matsumura, Japanese Mythology of
the Kojiki as World Mythology , 6th Annual
International Conference on Comparative
Mythology, European University, Russia,
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Kazuo Matsumura, Warriors & Wanderers:
Two Aspects of Heroic Mythology, 7th
Annual International Conference on
Comparative Mythology, U. of Tuebingen,
Germany, 2013

Kikuko Hirafuji, Deities in Japanese
Popular Culture, 7th Annual
International Conference on Comparative
Mythology, U. of Tuebingen, Germany,
2013

72
2013

72
2013
Kazuo Matsumura, Heroic Sword God: A
Possible Eurasian Origin of Japanese
Mythological Motif, 8th Annual
International Conference on Comparative
Mythology, Institute of Archeology and
Ethnology, Yerevan, Armenia, 2014.
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Kazuo Matsumura, Mythical Thinkings:
What can we learn from Comparative
Mythology?, Countershock Press, 2014.
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