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This study analysed representations of the balance of power in Shakespeare®s

plays mainly in the following three plays, with reference to the theorisation of this discipline and its d
evelopment in the international politics in the 16th and 17th centuries.

1. The dual (domestic and international) balances in King Lear, especially in comparison with anonymo
us King Leir and Nahum Tate"s adaptation of this play in the Restoration period. 2. The balance-of-power p
olicy pursued by Cardinal Wolsey in Henry VII1I, especially in comparison with the corresponding descriptio
ns in Holinshed"s Chronilces. 3. The balance-of-power policies pursued by the Kingdom of Denmark in Hamlet

in two directions.
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