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Our achievements in this research project can be summarized as follows. Firstly, o
bservations of actual teaching practice, not only in Japan but also in other countries such as Finland and
UK, have contributed to a reevaluation of literary texts in language learning and teaching. Secondly, int
erviews with successful learners have helped clarify the role of literature in foreign language acquisitio
n, as well as other pedagogical effects such as improving cross-cultural understanding. Thirdly, we publis
hed a textbook of literary texts and teaching practices which we hope will encourage those teachers unfami
liar with literary texts to use them in their classrooms. Finally, we have published several articles (one
of them is for Language and Literature, the prestigious International Journal) and made presentations at
international conferences and through them we have established various international connections to enable

us to carry out further research in related areas.
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