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Shakespearean Readership seen in the Folio marginalia
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The aim of this study was to clarify how the early modern readers read

Shakespeare by analyzing readers’ manuscript annotations in the extant copies of Shakespearean Folios.

In the case of Bodleian Second Folio, Arch.Gc.9, two kinds of annotation written in slightly different
colored ink and yet in the same hand were found to tell an interesting story about Shakespearean
reception around 1700: the reader known by the name of John Prater first attem?ted to update his Folio
Shakespeare by the Restoration Shakespearean adaptations but later, when Nicholas Rowe’ s edition was
published, he dropped the practice and resumed updating anew by that edition. He probably realized the
importance of the original Shakespeare rather than the adapted one.
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Julius Caesar Macbeth
Caesar “ for ye Incorigmt: of ye

comedian Act: in ye haymarket & to Enable
them to keep up ye Diversion of plays /

under a Separate Interest: from Operas.
Att ye Queens theatre in ye haymt: on
Tuesday ye [1]4th of Jan 1707/6 / will be
Revivd ye Tragedy of Julius Caeser by

Subscription” (nn3v) Macbeth
“ haymarket. 29 decem 1707[1
6 1" (pp2r)
The

London Stage 1660-1800, Part 2, 1700-1729
(Ed. Emmett L. Avery, 1960)
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Macbeth 1674, 1687, 1695

1 2 “ King. What bloody man
is that? he can report, / As seemeth by his
plight, of the Revolt / The newest state.
Mal. This is the Serjeant,” (TLN 18-21)

“ bloody”

by his plight” “ Serjeant”

aged by his looks ye Issue of ye
battle” “ ye Valiant Seaton” (nn4a)

“ King. What aged man is that? if we
may guess / His massage by his looks, he
can relate the / Issue of the battle? / Male.
This is the Valiant Seyton” (1695, A3)
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The Tempest
The Enchanted Island

(Nicholas Rowe, ed. The MWorks of Mr.
William Shakespear, 6 vols, 1709)

Island

Some account’ The Enchanted

Prologue 20

Prologue

[The Tempest] has been alter’ d by Sir
William D"Avenant and Mr. Dryden; and
tho | won’ t Arraign the Judgement of
those two great Men, yet | think 1 may be
allow’ d to say, that there are some things
left out by them, that might, and even
ought to have been kept in. [xxiv-xxv]

Rowe Dryden
10 (*4)  Hugh Holland
The Tempest
“ Row says sevral[sic] things might &
ought to [be] kept in” (Al)
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