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The Investigation and Research of Okinawan Word Usage by High School Students: What
Will Remain from the Missing Languages?
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A survey was conducted on 3,496 senior high school students in Okinawa, excluding
the Miyako and Yaeyama. The study produced the following results: For students: 1)whose parents are both
from within Okinawa Prefecture, 2) who wish to find a job or to enter a higher-level school in Okinawa, an
d 3) who live in the southern part of Okinawa showed a marked trend toward using Okinawan words. From writ
ten responses that required the students to write Okinawan words, it was ascertained that they can"t use O

kinawan words at the sentence level.

While the conjugation of verbs and adjectives, guttural plosives, or regional differences between dialects
in long vowel sounds at the beginning or end of words are disappearing, the study shows the possibility o

f words for animals and food which are seen very often in daily life, and dialect verbs and adjectives wil
I persist by using the conjugation of standard Japanese. There is also the possibility of increasing usage
of proportional adverbs.



2010
7 8 450
2010
(1)
2)
(3)
()
2013
2010 4
1
3
SPSS
(1)
(2) (3) (@)
— (5)
25-1 2006
(6)
(1)
2) (3) )




A 2010

2011 2012
3,496

A 2,663
3,266

90

A i

90%%51 L

80~89.9% (LrI&5) [ ~t7)

70~179.9% [ rAeF B3 (22 7FB)  ~kdd~F L L 58 | ~(LD)&hk

[t %) 2255 )

60~69.9% TBANSH L) T~teis) (~pit) [~bit 2] T(HBHH) #E
LT (S 3 TRE) #1735 (LA

50~59.9% [bo—~T 5 [Rf—) 257 F355)1 (50 (K))

40~49.9% (LB (2AETS] 150Gk (Rt~ (DA TS [(d

30~39.9% LaEd)

20~29.9% B—FLEL— (HFLY)) MRBE—) (5

H=) 125 BHR— [ L~ (0B LhhbAil (%)

Lo

10~19.9% [E=# 9 0380 | RAL BRNE | [~ L p—Cm) (T8
(5 k-

9.9%51 F | #—Lw—) (K bob—| [F—b—) (k=5

80.8
88.8

20.3
19.6
14.0
11.0

27.0
25.7

4.1

9.9

10
69.9

B

wE

90%L4 |

80~89.9%

70~79.9%

60~69.9%

U—bH—y

50~59.9%

40~49.9%

30~39.9%

1 [ E—hH—

(w) Lin

20~29.9%

X—=#h0—2

JMH—FLEL— WEL

10~19.9%

[BBFE) [ ~4

RNETL S BHER—) T &) T

=1 TwH Lhhba) T(#E) 2838 (LT (T
B Ty Br335])

9.9%LL F

74B) (2 F) (~kFhI~EL
) | ~B~pU LA

Lo R)) 2AESS

—| [Abo—) The—if—] (24 Rf—] Rz~

Bhz) TRE) #i13) Mbe—)

SYirh) (55—

®®

©® O

60

10




1
80 89.9
60 69.9
2
50 59.9
30 39.9
@
®
©
)
® 3
®
3,496
1,211 696
502 13
1
4,077 767
@
10
?ja:

10

1 6
2 Pja: 7
3 8
4 9
5 10

37

9.77 9.11
1 37.37 6 6.14
2 9.79 7 4.14
3 8.96 8 3.28
4 6.48 9
3.02

5 6.45 10 2.55
©

78.76 7.31

6.82

3.63
)

51.99

24 .43 23.57

709 20
0.028
®
©




®

© e & o @

29.9

©

CM

60

O H H Ll [E 4 o 5 Fal Bl H B2

4
14

er

50

2014 3 15

2013 9 8



23 25

2014 3
33
32 35 2014
32 132-135 2013
@D
SASAKI, Kayoko
&)
SHOO, Makiko
KARIMATA, Yukiko
®

TANAKA, Kanji



