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Relevance-theoretic analysis of idioms
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Recent approach to lexical pragmatics within the framework of relevance theory cla
ims that the concept linguistically encoded by word may be pragmatically adjusted (i.e. lexical broadening
, harrowing or attributive use) and constructs ad hoc concept as a part of the pragmatic process of interp
reting the speaker®s intended meaning. This inferential process which is guided by the principle of releva
nce is called ad hoc concept construction. It sheds new lights not only on the recovery of the explicature

of the utterance, but also on the understanding of figures of speech such as metaphor. In this research,
we take this idea of ad hoc concept one step further by expanding its applicable scope from word level to
phrase level, and argue that during the comprehension process of utterance containing an idiom, ad hoc con
cept is constructed at phrase level. And we make some suggestions for further research on idioms using the

framework of ad hoc concept.






(2012)

— 661-695,
(2012)

10 , 1-15,

Vega Moreno (2001,
2003, 2005, 2007)

Vega Moreno

12

(2014)

, 1-29,



— 2012 661-695

@
1D0 RYO
(2014)

90334086

12 2014 1-29

10
2012 1-15




