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A Cognitive-Pragmatic Approach to Taxonomy of Negation: Revisit to Descriptive/Metal
inguistic Negation

Akiko, Yoshimura
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This research proposes that Horn"s (1985) descriptive/metalinguistic dichotomy of
negation should be replaced with a distinction between OBJECTION and DESCRIPTION, and that the taxonomy wi
th an abstract, logical view of negation should be replaced by a functional, cognitive-pragmatic (relevanc
e-theoretic) view. Horn"s descriptive negation (DN) represents a truth-functional operator, taking a prop
osition p into a proposition not-p, and "metalinguistic” negation (MN) represents a non-truth-functional o
perator, objecting to a previous utterance. This research extracts three properties that contribute to the

taxonomy of negation (i.e. objection as a function, attribution in Wilson"s(2000) sense, and the conceptu
ality of the negation target), and concludes that the "attribution® of the lower representation (and its r

esulting function "objection™), but not truth-functionality, is a crucial property for the dichotomy of se
ntence negation.
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(°...Japanese does
contain a construction, wake de wa nai, which
seems to be specialized for expressing
metalinguistic negation.”) (Horn 2001%: 442)
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