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The aim of this research is to develop a framework for syllabus design in terms
of an effective linkage of English writing instructions between junior high and high schools in Japan.
The data was gathered and analyzed from the following two vieWﬁoints: (a) The form and function of
writing tasks in junior high and high school authorized English textbooks, (b) Comparisons of essays
written by junior high and high school students. The results show that the ratio of guided writing in the
textbooks is still not high enough to bridge the gap between controlled writing and essay writing. The
difference in coherence of essay writing between the two groups of students was also confirmed through
topical structure analysis.
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