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A Study of the Identifier; ID of the public sector and ID of the private sector -
Protection of Privacy and Personal Data
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Personally identifiable information (PIl) is one of the most central concepts in i
nformation privacy regulation. The scope of personal data protection laws typically turns on whether PII
is involved. Moreover, computer science has shown that in many circumstances non-PIl1 can be linked to indi
viduals, and that de-identified data can be re-identified. PIl and non-Pll are thus not immutable categori
es, and there is a risk that information deemed non-PIl at one time can be transformed into PIl at a later
Jjuncture.
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