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A Study of Public Nature of Private Universities in Japan
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In this study, we use empirical methods to clarify the public nature of private un
iversities in Japan. We collected input and output data on private universities, such as financial data, d
ata on educational activities, and data on R&D. We analyzed these data by using path analysis, aggregated
public funding of universities, and the estimated public rate of return of university education. We found
that Japanese private universities fulfill their public functions in society, regardless of their poor pub

lic funding.
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