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Molecular imaging of vascular inflammation in patients with coronary artery disease
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We investigated whether FDG activity in coronary arteries implanted bare-metal ste
nt or drug-eluting stent evaluated by FDG-PET/CT angiography is associated with the post-stenting complica
tions. Intense myocardial FDG uptake hampers to evaluate FDG activity in coronary artery lesions. We could

not completely suppress the intense myocardial FDG uptake even with at least 12 hour-fasting and heparin
loading prior to PET scan. FDG uptake in the stented coronary artery after stenting was associated with th
e post-stenting complications such as re-stenosis, endothelial dysfunction, mal-apposition, and stent thro

mbosis.
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