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Study on the nurse®s relief activity at Nagasaki atomic bombing
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Purpose: To clarify the situation with respect to nursing care conducted immediately before and after
the atomic bombing of Nagasaki in 1945.

Method: Five surviving nurses, who were registered nursing staff in Nagasaki at the time of the
bombing, volunteered to participate in this research. Individual interviews were conducted in order to
obtain information concerning the nursing activitiesin affected areas. The collected information was
compared with official documents regarding the atomic bombing of Nagasaki as well as the findings of
current studies on nursing in disaster situations.

Finding: The five participants clearly indicated that, starting the day of the bombing, nursing care
activities changed from moment to moment according to the condition of radiation victims, the
condition of affected areas, and the relief systemsin place. Under these conditions, nurses attempted to
provide nursing care to victims of the bombing through any means possible.

Conclusion: The participants in the present study communicated a single message: that nursing care
must be flexible in critical situations. Triage and cooperation with other types of medical professionals
were also identified asimportant factorsin nursing care.

Ethical consideration: Prior to data collection, approva was obtained from the Institutional Review
Board of Nagasaki University, Nagasaki, Japan.
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