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Effects of sensitivity to Japanese pitch accents by Japanese |earners on communication ability
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The Chinese language has tone accent while the Korean language does not have lexical
accent. The accent sensitivity test were conducted to native Chinese and Korean
speakers learning Japanese. Lexical knowledge of Chinese students affected accuracy
of Japanese pitch accent. Native Chinese speakers were better in perceiving Japanese
pitch accents than native Korean speakers. The present study provided evident that
Sensitivity to Japanese pitch accents is influenced by lexical knowledge with
phonological characteristics of students’ first language.
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