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We detected circulating tumor cells (CTCs) in the peripheral blood of Gastrointestinal
Stromal Tumor (GIST) patients after some fundamental research useing a green fluorescent
protein (GFP)-expressing attenuated adenovirus—5 vector, in which the hTERT promoter
regulates viral replication (TelomeScan). CTCs were identified in samples from 6 of 12
patients with GIST. These results suggest that CTSs detection with our method might be
a new bio—marker for GIST which frequently accompanied liver metastases.
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