Q)
2011 2013

The situation of lone mother households and effectiveness of social security system
in Japan and the UK

Tamiya, Yuko

4,100,000 1,230,000

The study aims to examine the impacts of low income and inadequacy of social secur
ity benefits on lone mother households. The study consists of three parts. Results from the analysis of in
tergenerational relationship between lone mothers and their elderly parents, lone mothers with child care
needs tend to co-reside with their parents, but caring supports are two-way supports between generations.
Secondly, the research exploring the relations between emﬁloyment history and income suggests job separati
on after childbearing reduces the likelihood of getting the standard employment and increases possibility
of lower income. Thirdly, I examine how poverty and stigma are experience in the UK and Japan. The stigma
that surrounds non-traditional family units, such as lone parents, appears to intensify the feelings of sh
ame ordinarily experienced in relation to poverty in Japan. On the other hand, the stigma attached to bein
g unable to afford consumerist items is less pronounced than the UK.
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