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The role of internet as daily communication medium between others of elderly people
in an urban city

sawaoka, shino
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As an increasing number of older people use the Internet, their social activities
and relationships are also expected to change dramatically. This study aimed to examine how the urban seni
ors regard the Internet in their activities and communication.

The major findings were as follows: (1) more than 10% of non-kin others were whom they knew only names bec
ause they were "mates through hobbies or leisure activities™ and "(former) colleagues at their work™, (2)

the interactions by e-mail with non-kin others were likely to be superficial and limited to companionship,
and there were a few instrumental or emotional support, and 33 they use the Internet to "maintain and st
rengthen the existing relationships” (e.g. children and friends), and to "acknowledge their own thoughts a

nd knowledge". As the respondents recognize their own aging, they see the "potential which looks ahead to
the old age"” in the Internet in third life.
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