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Influence of taste alteration to nutritional state in pediatric leukemia patients
during treatment
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This study aimed to assess taste alteration in pediatric cancer patients.
Seventy-three patients who had completed cancer treatment received the gustatory test. Eighty-one healthy
children served as controls. There was no significant difference in the thresholds of taste acuity
between the patient and control groups. The threshold for tasting salt was significantly higher in the
group that had received chemotheraﬁy + radiation and/or hematopoietic stem cell transplantation than in
the group that had received chemotherapy only. Since taste acuity is thought to influence nutritional
preference, gustatory test results should be considered while deciding nutritional support modalities
after treatment completion in pediatric cancer patients.
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