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This study was intended to examine how the northern and western Poland are
depicted in literary works by the writers born in the Polish-German borderland in the late 1950s and the
1960s who later partly migrated to West Germany in the 1980s, focusing on first-person narratives in
which the totalizing state-driven cultural vision and historical view are deconstructed from the
perspective of the borderland. These Polish literary works, written in the second half of the 1980s to
the 1990s, represent this borderlands region as a multilayered palimpsest in which multiple histories,
cultures, and memories are inscribed atop one another. In this way, the writers considered here
deconstruct totalizing border discourses. In addition, interviews with ten writers were held to provide
the core of an oral archive containing discussion of the changed writing environment and opportunities
for wider circulation after 1989 and their influences on the subject matters, themes, and narrative
techniques.
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