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A cognitive linguistics study of English adjectives: a quantitative approach
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The present research project is focused on the relationship between English adject
ives and the constructions that they appear in. Theoretically, the work draws on cognitive-functional ling
uistics, while its analyses are heavily based on intensive quantitative/statistical analyses of data taken

from corpora. The data comes from a synchronic corpus such as ICE-GB and also from diachronic corpora suc
h as CLMET3.0 and DCPSE. By using a series of quantitative methods, the present work shows how adjectives
are used in the attributive and predicative constructions. It also reveals how English adjectives have de

veloped over time in these two constructions.
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4. 4 interested | 36.5748
5 true 26.3963
O 6 ok 22.8194
7 difficult | 19.3328
8 happy 18.9943
9 better 18.3374
10 aware 17.7877
collostruction strength cf.
Stefanowitsch & Gries 2003
CE-CB CLVET3.0
DCPSE
collostruction strength
collostruction
coll. strength
strength
1990 |1 own 30.2033
2 whole 27.165
3 little 22.7461
4 honourable | 21.5351
5 particular | 17.3182 coll.
strength
6 | new 16.9415 1730 | 1 other 1.6837
! on!y 13.165 2 same 1.4676
8 maimn 12.5992 1740 | 1 own 6.1617
9 british 9.9608 5 other 41505
10 far 9.7006 3 great 3.1759
1750 |1 own 3.2914
own whole little 2 other 1.9028
honourable particular 3 same 1.9028
1760 |1 other 3.1825
) 2 great 3.0946
rested sure able all right 3 onn > 1354
1770 |1 own 2.7178
2 great 2.5005
3 same 1.9233
1790 |1 own 1.4594
g::;n " 1820 | 1 own 1.8625
1990 | 1 sure 79.999J 2 great 1.7605
able 69.3226 3 same 1.7051
all right | 47.1534 1830 |1 other 2.3431
2 own 1.7428




3 same 1.6503
1840 |1 other 4.8648
2 little 4.1748
3 old 3.8801
1860 |1 other 2.3644
2 little 1.8651
3 few 1.7656
1870 | 1 other 1.7005
1880 |1 same 1.5683
2 other 1.3816
1890 |1 little 3.2096
2 other 2.3438
3 first 2.1285
1900 |1 other 2.164
2 own 1.5888
3 last 1.3599
1910 |1 great 1.6425
2 other 1.6425
1950 |1 great 2.1339
2 particular | 1.9901
3 own 1.8465
1960 | 1 left 14.9184
2 great 13.0919
3 own 12.5056
1970 | 1 whole 23.7185
2 own 22.0317
3 little 21.6988
coll.
strength
1730 | 1 easy 2.7454
2 able 1.3617
3 impossible | 1.3617
1740 | 1 able 8.1285
2 afraid 5.6035
3 sure 4.9757
1750 |1 impossible | 5.8949
2 possible 2.9311
3 willing 2.9311
1760 |1 able 3.789
2 necessary 3.777
3 impossible | 3.027
1770 | 1 sure 6.6384
2 able 4.9688

3 impossible | 4.9688
1780 |1 glad 1.9682
2 impossible | 1.9682
3 safe 1.9682
1790 |1 necessary 2.4878
2 sure 1.8613
3 possible 1.344
1810 |1 necessary 2.2556
2 glad 2.1579
3 able 1.435
1820 |1 able 4.7918
2 impossible | 3.9865
3 delighted 2.3839
1830 |1 necessary 2.9304
2 difficult | 2.9052
3 impossible | 2.1764
1840 |1 afraid 5.6512
2 sure 5.6512
3 true 5.2928
1850 |1 evident 1.6093
2 happy 1.6093
3 impossible | 1.6093
1860 |1 sure 4.9394
2 true 4.7811
3 clear 2.8091
1870 |1 sure 3.8298
2 afraid 2.2859
3 willing 2.2859
1880 |1 full 2.4639
2 sure 2.1773
3 able 1.4489
1890 |1 sure 3.3477
2 able 2.6753
3 sorry 2.6753
1900 |1 sure 3.722
2 afraid 3.2275
3 glad 3.2275
1910 |1 sure 3.1816
2 ill 1.9009
3 beautiful 1.3809
1920 |1 aware 1.9545
1950 |1 sure 6.7948
2 able 6.2201
3 true 3.9368
1960 |1 sure 36.3826




2 able 27.1946
3 all right 19.1703
1970 | 1 sure 51.207
2 able 43.099
3 true 42 .4067
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