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NIMBY (not in my backyard) is the word used to describe the human behavior
whereby a person agrees on an issue but refuses to accept it when it happens ‘in his
own back yard’. This research analyzes this type of NIMBY activity and, using
evidence from England’s waste management policy, determines that NIMBY decisions
are not necessarily the result of personal self-interest. If people disagree with building
a nuisance facility, such as a site for waste and recyclables, in their own backyard, the
result 1s an increase in illegal dumping rather than the legal and proper disposal of
waste materials at an official facility.
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