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This research project explores the use of the Old Testament topics by the representative Dutch
theoreticians who defended sovereignty and liberty against the opposing claims of churchmen in
the Golden Age of the Dutch Republic. This comparative study of two generations of polemical
treatises—those issued during the controversy between the Remonstrants and Contra-Remonstrants
in 1600-1620, on the one hand, and those current in the Cartesian milieu in 1650-1670, including
Hobbes’s Leviathan (1651) and Spinoza’s Tractatus theologico-politicus (1670), on the other—has
demonstrated a surprisingly strong interconnection between the biblical argumentations employed
by those two groups. In particular, they share an intensive attention to the questions, “Who, in the
Bible, mediated the laws revealed by God to the people?” and, “Who is entitled to play the
equivalent role today?” The results of this analysis shed light on a conceptual tie that immanently
connected the Remonstrant political heritage represented by Grotius with Cartesio-Hobbesian
political thought in the middle of the seventeenth century.
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