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History of Public Participation in river basin managements for the
human adjustments to the nature
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The Federal Flood Control Act marked a major shift in relation between river and
society. However, this study is neither a history of legislative power politics nor a
history of the federal river policy. Focusing on the local authorities improving
ecological protection against great flood along the lower Illinois River, this study shows
how the nature-centered river system initially developed as a response of the local
drainage and levee districts. I made use of the archival materials on the local land
districts, which reveals that because of the general flood and operating costs for land
drainage at high level, landowners were delinquent in paying off the principal and
interest due on drainage bonds. As a consequence, the reversion of reclaimed land to
its natural functions proceeded rapidly through the Soil and Water Conservation
Districts.
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Drainage and Levee Districts Inventory
Files, 1934-1935, 1970-1971.

Soil and Water Conservation District
Board Minutes, 1963-1997.

Soil and Water Conservation District
Long Range Program Plans, 1968-1986.

Annual Report of the State Board of
Health of Illinois, 1878-1897.

Report of the Department of health of
City of Chicago, 1871-1895.

Department of Transportation: Division
of Water Resources Administrative File.
1957-1985.

Water Resources Commission: Commission
Minutes, November 22, 1965-May 1, 1984.

( )

Annual Report: Upper Mississippi River
Basin Commission, 1972-1980.

Priorities Report: Upper Mississippi
River Basin Commission, 1980-1983.

Report of the chief of the Soil
Conservation Service, 1935-1941.
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