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Cultural and ecological foundations of education and learning: An anthropological
study on rhythm, imitation, and exchange
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The primary investigator has clarified the system by which responsibility is
formed culturally, based on our concept that both child and caregiver develop responsibility gradually,
according to their ability to respond during interactions. Based on these studies, this project aims to
reconsider the foundations of human education and learning. Thus in our research, carried out in
countries in Asia and Africa, including Japan, we collected and analyzed empirical data related to (1)
the development of rhythm, (2) the development of imitation, and (3) the development of exchange in
caregiver-child (from fetus to four year-old) interactions, and clarified the cultural and ecological
structures that shape the patterns of education and learning. For this purpose, our research team held
data session for 30 times, and the Seminar of Anthropology of Education and Learning for 16 times during
the research period. Additionally, we made the annual reports for the research participants.
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