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This research project aims at reconsidering the Obligatory Contour Principle
(henceforth, OCP), which was proposed to grasp the distribution of tones in African languages and has
developled into a general principle in phonology, in the context of the current development of
phonological theories and at making empirical and theoretical contributions to phonological studies. On
the empirical side, the OCP is shown to be operative in a wide range of facts in phonology, morphology,
syntax, and discourse, which have not been analyzed as OCP effects. On the theoretical side, the notion
of turbidity is introduced into the Optimality-Theoretic phonologcial representation. The introduction of
turbid representation enables us to provide better solutions to opacity puzzles in phonology and to
clarify the role of the OCP in Optimality Theory.
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