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Japanese archaeologists have previously considered the climatic deterioration, especially decrease in
temperature, and the introduction of methods of wet rice cultivation to Japan as the major factors for
cultural changes from the Jomon to Yayoi Period. The principal investigator has examined these hypotheses
from the followin? three perspectives: 1) whether the decrease in temperature is reflected in
zoo-archaeological evidence or not; 2) whether the decrease in temperature in reflected in
paleoethnobotanical evidence or not; and 3) what were the major factors for the increased complexity of
subsistence and social organizations from the Middle to Final Jomon Period that took place at
archaeological sites. The results of analysis conducted by the principal investigator, however, have
revealed no evidence of climatic deterioration. Furthermore, as the social organization became more
complex, the subsistence activities became more specialized.
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