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Geographical studies on causes and consequences of regional income inequality in
Japan
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Socio-economic inequality has become a major concern in contemporary Japan.
Focusing on geographic dimensions of inequality, this research project first identifies two distinct
concepts of regional inequality. The first type essentially captures uneven geographical distributions of
focal phenomena, such as population and gross regional product; we call this “ regional inequality in
size.” The second t{pe captures differences in derived data, such as income per capita or per household,
across space; we call this “ regional inequality in level.” Some of the major empirical findings are as
follows: 1) the former type of inequality has generally increased while the latter declined across
prefectures in the recent decades; 2) population growth has been concentrated in Tokyo alone since the
1980s, and is accompanied by selective migration of highly educated labor force; and 3) growing
socio-economic and geographical inequalities in health are observed at multiple spatial scales.
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