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The development of communities of mutual support and the facilitating role of
intermediary organizations in disaster-affected areas after the Great East Japan

Earthquake
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The study looks into development processes of communities wherein
disaster-affected members extend mutual support each other for their livelihood reconstruction after the
catastrophe. It covers 5 municipalities in Tohoku"s 3 prefectures. It became evident that instrumental to
the rebirth of such communities was the existence of places of casual gathering and social interactions
and of key persons coordinating people to be linked to?ether. The study also found that such intermediary
organizations as a prefectural promotional office for local support centers, non profit corporations and
planning consultants, together contributed multi-level supﬁort, from in and outside the affected areas,
which effectively resulted in area-specific responses and human resource development.
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