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How do Japanese black bears stand during spring to summer? - A study on their
behavioral ecology-
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Most of the behavioral studies on Japanese black bears have been done during
autumn at their hyperphagia period. In this study, we have tried to understand the bear behavioral
ecology from spring to summer just after their hibernation time, using some newly developed equipment
which will able to measure bear physiological status. In the results, we confirmed that the activity
level, deep body temﬁerature, and heart rate were being declined in summer. In the spring, bears could
feed on new leaves which contained low fibers and high protein in short period, but there were very
limited food resources in summer. Therefore, the bears went into like a walking hibernation status in
summer, and seemed to be avoided energy losses. Our study can be useful for understanding bear intrusion

around human habitation in summer which was not possible to be explained in terms of acorn production
level in autumn.
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