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We are against to determine the reality of fertile “ sound cultures” of Africa
by a narrow Western notion of “ music” or “ ethno-music” . That is why since 1995, under the leadership
of Junzo KAWADA, we have conducted first-hand field researches in Africa, if possible including the
researchers of the studied country, and published the results in the national language of the studied
country, English or French, to render the results to the studied peoples and receive their critics. Thus
we have 6 volumes of “ Sound cultures of Africa” .

Our studies were realized by the Grants-in-Aid for Oversea Scientific Research. We have also
collaborated with UNESCO' s project for the intangible cultural heritage.
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