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Cross-Cultural Comparisons of Absolute Pitch and Relative Pitch in Music Students
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We conducted absolute pitch (AP) and relative pitch (RP) tests on music students
in Japan, China, Poland, Germany, and USA. In the AP test, 60 piano tones over a 5-octave range were
presented in a nearly random order. In the RP test, a two-chord authentic cadence and a pair of
successive tones were presented in 4 different keys. In the AP test, the participants answered AP names,
and in the RP test, they wrote down musical interval names or sol-fa names of the last tone relative to
the penultimate tone as the tonic. The Japanese participants achieved the highest scores in the AP test,
but the lowest in the RP test. In striking contrast, the Western participants showed excellent scores in
the RP test, whereas few of them had accurate AP. The poor RP scores of the Japanese participants suggest
possible disadvantageous influences of AP on RP learning. It could be speculated that those who had
acquired AP in early childhood lose an opportunity to fully develop RP.



(Miyazaki, 1995; Miyazaki &

Rakowski, 2002)
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(Deutsch et al., 2006, 2013)
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