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The initial study of Husserl’ s phenomenology revealed the difficulty of
understanding the experience of laughter within the framework of so-called ‘ transcendental
subjectivity’ , in which emphasis is placed upon the continuity of the flow of consciousness. This
enabled the researcher to explain why researchers have had difficulty explaining the experience of
laughter without shifting focus from laughter itself to the study of humor. Papers published and
presented by the researcher demonstrate the benefits of treating laughter outside of notions of
communication or emotional content, by viewing it as a mechanism dislocating the flow of time
consciousness. This reconceptualization of laughter may be usefully applied not only to philosophy but
also to cultural, literary and education studies. The research has also opened connections to the
increased study of time in the fields of psychology and sociology.
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