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Temple Buddhism and Social Capital: Comparison between depopulated regions and
cities
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This study delineates the outlook for the role of Japanese Buddhist temples,
especially in depopulating regions, which was so far discussed as a critical agenda among Buddhist
denominations for over thirty years. The researches we conducted aimed to find out not only
countermeasures against depopulation and aging of temple members, but also unique cases in which
membership and participation in temples’ ceremonies enhanced their integration into temples and regions
in addition to the acquisition of general trust and social ethics. Another social works such as
establishment of Buddhist hospice, conducting active listening by volunteers, and regional social
welfares were also studied. In 2016 the book titled “ Temples” action in depopulating regions in the
effort to generate social capitals,” will be published by Hozokan.
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