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It was in 2007 that the UK government issued a guidance which made it a duty for
schools to promote “ community cohesion.” Since then, religious education in England has been directed
to contribute to the new duty more explicitly, and teaching materials with reference to the term have
started to be published. This shift can be called “ communitarian” (a la Sandel and Taylor) or
“ post-secular” (a la Habermas). It has concurred with the “ religion in the public sphere” discussions
within the study of religion as well as with the development of citizenship education. This research has
examined the benefits and dangers of this shift, which is not confessional but normative nonetheless, by
comparing it with a similar change in the quite different social context of Turkey. Examples were taken
from religious education textbooks in England and in Turkey to show how the representations and
applications of religion(s) have changed.
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