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Warriors and commoners of Choshu; Clan played important roles in the civil war to
overthrow the old regime of shogunate. But we forget the priests of Shin Buddhism; they worked to form a
spiritual and political background, and participated in the military actions. Among the four most fervent
priests, the least known Kagawa Hoko; was the first focus of this research, and based on historical
documents and oral traditions, it was discovered that he worked as a spy for Choshu. As for Shimaji
Mokurai, the most energetic in social reform movements among the four, we succeeded in getting permission
for the digitization of his manuscripts, and diaries. Further, all the manuscripts of Utsunomiya Mokurin
were digitized. He was a priest of Kure, Hiroshima and directly influenced the thoughts of Yoshida
Sh&#333;1in, the teacher for the Meiji Era political and industrial leaders of Japan. Thus, we arrived at
a point where we can begin constructing an alternative view of Japanese modern history.
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