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The history of the reception of philantropia in the ancient Christianity is

depicted as followed. Though there are no sentences on philantropia in the Apostolic Fathers, we can
find some sentences in the Apologetics. But they did not use the concept in their own way. There
was not a Christian theory on philantropia in them. In the writings of Clemens of Alexandrine we can
find the Christian theory on philantropia for the first time. Incarnation and the act of love,
especialy the love of the poor have been included in this concept there. In the period of Cyprian
plague the Christians ventured to nurse the patients at the risk of their own lives. These acts were
depicted as philadelphia in a letter of Dionyusius of Alexandrine which is similer to philantropia.
We can find these acts mentioned as philanthropia in the Palestine plague in the 4th century. We
think these usages have prepared the Cappadocian thought on philanthropia which was based on the
doctrine of incarnation.
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