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In the present study on the cultural self-image of the American South in Southern
literature in the early 1940s, | took up mainly three literary works: William Alexander Percy’ s Lanterns
on the Levee, William Faulkner’ s The Hamlet, and Robert Penn Warren®s biography of John Brown. |
investigated Percy’ s mental attitude to the traditional values of the aristocratic segment of Southern
society and pointed out the possibility of detecting Percy’ s potential inclination for a liberal view of
Southern history, despite his accepted reputation as an apologist of the traditional South. My discussion
of Faulkner’ s The Hamlet, which is not yet complete enough to be published, centers around Ratliff"s way
of narration and the cultural discourses spread in 1930s. As for Warrn®s biography, | discussed his
demystification of Brown and his criticism of Ralph Waldo Emerson and the concept of the higher law,
which lies behind the mythologized figure of Brown.
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