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James A. Herne"s Margaret Fleming (1890) has been acclaimed as his most notable
accomplishment as a founder of realism in American theatre. Nevertheless, several critics point out that
this play was conceived under the heavy influence of Henrik Ibsen’ s A Doll’ s House (1879). Yet Herne,
even in his earlier work, Hearts of Oak (1879), shows his inclination toward realism in the sense that it
eliminates the clear distinction between virtues and vice, and instead emphasizes the characters’ social
backgrounds, environments and inner struggle. Through my study on Herne’ s plays, | have examined that
his deEiction of the negative aspects of marriage, slavery, and the Civil War has notably contributed to
the making of realism in American theatre, considering the representative American playwrights in the
20th century such as Eugene O Neill, Tennessee Williams, Arthur Miller also focused on the negative
aspects of marriage in their plays in the 20th century.
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