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Procedural constraints are successful in differentiating a variety of linguistic
constructions. “ Do it” anaphora and Null complement anaphora involve saturation in that those anaphora
encode a semantic cue to instruct the obligatory supplementation of the referent from the contextual
information. In contrast, deictic expressions such as “ do this” instruct the shift of the addressee’ s
attention focus into a particular item in the deictic situation. On the other hand, VP ellipses, whose
logical form have missing constituents, involve saturation in that they encode a syntactic clue to
instruct the obligatory supplementation of those constituents. In contrast, the interpretation of
sentential fragments involves free enrichment. Sentential fragments provide cognitive effects to offset
the relatively greater processing cost than the typical constructions requiring free enrichment because
they are used conventionally.
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I don’t seem to be able to do
Got to do this with our eyes
John, you mustn’t.

It’s snowing.
The monster!
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