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Preparation of Database and Analysis of Dialectial Difference in Phonetics,
Phonology, Grammar and Vocabulary among Dialects of Ainu
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The differences among person marking system of several Ainu dialects have been
observed and a prominent difference between Saru and Chitose dialects, which have so far been regarded as
very similar dialects, was found. General tendency or historical implication of Ainu person marking
system was investigated upon this observation. Difference among kinship terms of Saru and Shizunai
dialects was researched using the epic texts of these dialects. The Ainu audio database was
experimentally constructed and records for the database have been accumulated. Tagging to the verbs in
Ainu text records for the database, focusing upon the grammatical and semantic role of each morpheme, was
attempted and evaluated.
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