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This study explores how Japanese older men and women express themselves in
blogging, when aging population is sharply on the rise in Japan. This study specifically examines
understudied senior users’ blog posts from a sociolinguistic_perspective. The study suggests: (1)
standard methodology for sociolinguistic variation by the variables of age and gender can be employed for
analyzing language use online; (2) discourse specific features, emoticons, indicate variation more
clearly than grammatical features. (3) emojis can embody users’ identity and ideology of “ cuteness”
and are by far the most frequent type of emoticons. (4) Seniors users’ humor can be characterized as
self-depreciating, which invite sympathy, and that can be rooted from Japanese cultural values of
harmony. This study with conventional methodology will open up new possibilities for online research, as
the number of people communicating online continues to increase.
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