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very -ly (e.g. exceeding vs. exceedingly)

There are two objectives in this research project. One is to explore the rise and
fall of intensive adverbs in Middle English and Early Modern English periods based on the findings from
computer corpora. Special reference is made on the expansion of the use of very, and the rivalry between
flat adverbs and -ly adverbs (e.g. exceeding vs. exceedingly). Corpora mainly investigated are The
Helsinki Corpus of En?Iish Texts (HC), The Penn-Helsinki Parsed Corpus of Middle English 2nd edition
(PPCME2), The Penn-Helsinki Parsed Corpus of Early Modern English (PPCEME) and Parsed Corpus of Early
English Correspondence (PCEEC).

The other objective is to make a comprehensive survey on what kind of computer corpora are now available
and how they are used in the historical study of the English language. Since the release of Helsinki
Corpus in 1991, diachronic/historical corpora have been becoming larger and more diverse.
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E2: well (38), kindly (19), lately (6), fair (4),
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