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Prosodic Perception by L1 and L2 Speakers of English
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This study investigates how prosodic boundaries and prominent words are perceived
in spontaneous English speech by speakers in three different language groups of native speakers of
English(NS), intermediate-level Japanese EFL learners (Int), and advanced Japanese EFL learners (Adv)
based on the experiment paradigm Rapid Prosody Transcription (RPT). The results are, as expected from the
previous studies, there was greater agreement on boundaries than prominence in all the three groups. Also
NS exhibited greater inter-listerner agreement than EFL learners. Another finding is that Adv achieved
stronger correlation with NS in prominence than in boundaries. A possible interpretation of this is that
Adv has acquired more native-like behavior in perceiving prominence than boundaries. The previous studies
show that syntax directly influences boundary perception independent of acoustic cues. Our next task is
to scrutinize the correlation between acoustic and syntactic cues.
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