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In this research, | have discussed word-formation mechanisms in English and
Japanese focusing on sound changes and accent shift. Topics that have been dealt with include i) the
apparently irregular accent patterns of compound words, ii) the interrelationship between accent and
rendaku (sequential voicing) in Japanese compounds, iii) principles for forming clipped words, iv) accent
shift caused by several kinds of derivational suffixes, v) conditions on forming phonologically longer
blends than usual. For clipped-word formation and blend formation, 1 have pointed out the principles
common to English and Japanese. For accentuation and rendaku phenomena in compounds, | have gone into
considerable detail statistically, and have clarified some aspects which were vague in previous studies.

Moreover, for derivation, through the examination of noun-forming suffixes especially, | have proposed a
new organization of the so-called mental lexicon.
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