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Semantico-syntactic analysis of passive tough-infinitives in Present-day English
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This book is easy to be read/to read.

tough
assive tough-infinitives(PTI)
tough
tough ready, fit PTI

According to prescriptive grammars, tough constructions with passive infinitives
such as (1) are supposed to be ungrammatical. Instead, (2) is legitimate: (1) This book is easy to be
read; (2) This book is easy to read. In the generative grammar, (1) will also be ruled out as the raising
operation (tough-Movement) only target at the object in the infinitive. However, in these days, so-called
passive infinitives have been allowed particularly in American English. Note, however, that the subject
of the infinitive cannot be always raised to the surface subject position, but it is only allowed when
the voice of the infinitive is passive. In my project, | attribute the possibility of passive infinitives
to the voice nature of tough adjectives. In fact, those adjectives with lexically passive meaning such as
ready or fit can show passive infinitives: (3) The car is ready to be washed.

tough adjectives passive infinitive lexical semantics
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