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This study reports on a mixed-method study which investigates whether English
proficiency is capital for the Japanese. Bourdieu®s concept of capital has highlighted the learners® own
assessment of the investability to second language learning. In the discourse of globalization, English
is nominated as the international language of economic opportunities, and education policies particularly
in Kachru' s expanding-circle nations re-enforce the discourse. However, the statistic and narrative data
in the present study indicate that in Japan, English proficiency becomes capital only for a small
minority and in conditions which involve complex accumulation and trades of other forms of capital such
as educational background. The study empirically demonstrates how the neoliberal discourse of English as
capital is disconnected from local practices.
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1
20s 30s 40s 50s. 60s. 70s or older
Male Female M F M F M F M F M F

Business 10.5% 6.1 123 68 145 47 111 39 39 26 22 02
Friends & acquintances 4.7 54 27 44 32 37 32 28 19 04 14 10
Family 0.7 11 20 27 21 13 08 17 06 22 14 04
Hobby & Tripsetc 8.0 164 73 98 80 75 40 64 86 60 39 12
No chance to use 797 793 797 841 779 877 820 89.1 862 898 923 938

n= 276 280 300 410 339 465 494 532 464 501 363 486

* Bold: the highest percentage among groups; ** Underline: the 2nd highest

2
Compulsory Secondary Higher
education education  education
Male Female M F M F
Business 2.3% 12 73 25 152 84
Friends & acquintances 0.2 03 22 15 53 68
Family 0.9 1.2 09 15 18 21
Hobby & Trips etc 25 07 46 49 119 170
No chance to use 92.1 944 86.1 91.0 736 77.0
n= 530 675 951 1259 742 722

* Bold: the highest percentage among groups; ** Underline: the 2nd higt

Analytic Induction Leki, 1995
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