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This study sets to investigate how second language learners (Japanese-, Chinese-,
and Korean- Speaking Learners) acquire English prepositions and how learned cross-linguistic associations
are formed and how they are represented in a second language users’ mental lexicon. An experimental
study has been conducted, to test the hypotheses derived from the two competing theories: Prototype
theory gCognitive Model of Language Acquisition) for the Prototypciality hypothesis vs. UG theory
(Minimalist Model of Language Acquisition) for the Economy Driven Development Hypothesis and the Feature
Reconstruction Hypothesis. Research questions consist: (i) differential difficulty (developmental order):
which prepositions are easier to acquire than others ; and which senses of prepositions are more
difficulty to acquire than others, and (ii) roles of lemmatic properties of the first language (L1) and
the target second language (L2), and (iii) variability and divergence.
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(1) Target Language:
English -Head First,, Prepositions
a. He is at/in school. > (at=he could be
either in the building or outside the
school), (in= He is in the building of
the school)
b. He went to school on foot.

(2) Learners’ L1: Chinese

- Head First, Prepositions

a. Ta shi =zai xuéxiao.. ( )
He is 1in/at school
- ' He is in/at school.’

b. Ta dao buxing
(BT £
He go/went (reach) on-foot to-school
- ‘ He went to school on foot.’

c. Ta qu  shangxué ( )

He go  to-school
- ' He went to school.’

d. Ta de ju qu shangxue. ( = )
He by-car go to-school.

- ' He goes to school by car.’

shangxué.

(3) Learners’ L1 : Japanese
- Head-Final, Post-Posed Particles
a. Karewa Gakkou-Ni Imasu.
( )
He-Top School-Particle
be-present-honorific
He School-at/in is.
- He is at/in school. (ambiguous)
b. Kare-Wa Gakkou-No-Naka-Ni Imasu.

He-Top School-of-inside-in
be-present-honorific
—>He is in School.

c. Kare-Wa aru-ite Gakko-Ni iki-masita.
( )
He-Top walk-particle school-particle
go-past-honorific
He foot-on school-to
went - He went to school on foot.

(4) Learners’ L1: Korean
- Head First, Post-Posed particles
a. Ku-Nun Hakkyo-E Isseoyo.
He-Top School-Particle
be-present-honorific
He at/in is .
- He is in/at school. (ambiguous)
b. Ku-Nun Hakkyo-AN-E Isseoyo.
He-Top  School- Inside-In
be-present-honorific.
- He is in School.
c. Ku-Nun Keol-eoseo Hakkyo-E
Kasseoyo.
He-Top walk-particle School-to
go-past-honorific

He foot-on school-to went

- He went to school on foot.

(5) Japanese quasi-nouns/locative
adverbial-nouns

a. TSUKUKE-NO-UE-NI/KARA > On the
table’ , ' From the table
table of-top (locative
adverbial noun)-on/from

b. KABAN-NO-NAKA-NI/KARA - In the bag,
From the bag
bag of-inside (locative
adverbial nous)-in/from

—>1In the bag/From the bag
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