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With the aim of observing second language interaction in natural situations, this
research projected collected video recordings of unscripted talk and transcribed them in careful detail
according to the conversation analytic (CA) approach. The interaction was then carefully observed from
sociolinguistic and pragmatic perspectives and various interactional practices were identified. For
examEIe, similar practices were observed in a comparative analysis of interaction between non-native
speakers of Japanese having their hair cut in Japan and Japanese students of English taking part in a
short term homestay program in the United States. In addition, the study proposes a micro-longitudinal
approach to conversation analysis, tracking the development of interactional competences across spans of
time. The video recordings enabled close observations of actual instances of talk rather than relying on
the impressionistic reports of the participants.
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