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Acquisition of second languages for learners is known as the integration of 4
total skills learning: Listening, Reading, Speaking and Writing. In order to improve their language
skills, increasing the vocabulary knowledge becomes the core role of learning total skills processes.
Even for growing the knowledge of native language, enhancing the number of words is very important.
Verbal Fluency Test was applied and conducted to examine how native speakers and second (third) language
learners produce words orally. These produced words’ total scores were only adopted to use as
quantitative information. However, little information was provided as cognitive processes in ones’ own
mental lexicon in comparative language study. The purpose of this study Is to examine how Japanese second
and third language learners of English and their native speakers access and use a word stored and search
the process while producing words.
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Table 1 Mean value of Clustering

Switching in revised version of VFT

Japanese Free VFT English Free VFT

S Clustering S Clustering

Ph C Ph C

Novice 3.92 0.64 1.85 8.53 1.75 2.72
Intermediate | 8.64 094 | 45 10.15 3.38 4.11
Advanced 6.95 0.52 4.21 9.91 1.86 4.00
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