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The effectiveness of interactive teaching methods in EFL classrooms: a comparison
with bottom-up and top-down methods.
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This study evaluated the effectiveness of three teaching methods that employ
three models of listening comprehension; bottom-up, top-down, and interactive; In the context of teaching
English listening comprehension to JaBanese university students. The study involved twenty 90-minute
sessions with 3 experimental groups (bottom-up, BG; top-down, TG; interactive, 1G) that underwent
customized listening training using a self-developed textbook/CD. The BG engaged in dictation activities;
TG received explicit instruction on listening strategies; 1G, on strategies and prosody training. For
speaking activities, the BG & TG presented dialogues, while the IG engaged in prosody
instruction/practice, followed by shadowing activity. Listening tests were administered before,
immediately after, and two months after the 20 sessions. Results show that the IG outperformed the other
two groups, indicating the interactive model"s superiority in improving EFL learners’ listening
comprehension ability.
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