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This research project had two primary aims related to hesitation phenomena in
second language (L2) speech. The first aim was to create a speech corpus with people speaking in both
their L1 and L2, allowing evaluation of L2 versus L1 speech patterns. Results show that speech rate and
silent pause duration are correlated with L1 speech. Evaluation of L2 proficiency should focus on silent
and filled pause rates which are not so correlated.

The second aim was to investigate L2 fluency development and its perception. Fluency of the L2 corpus
recordings were rated by native speakers. Results show that ratings depend more on speech rate and silent
pause duration in sharp contrast to the above findings. To assist L2 learners® fluency development, a
computer application was developed that gives realtime feedback on various hesitation phenomena in a
speaker™s speech. Experimental investigation shows users find the application useful for their L2 fluency
development.
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